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Dale Hawkins Long is a survivor of the September 15, 1963 bombing of the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church in Birmingham, AL where four of his friends were tragically killed and twenty-seven injured. He and his late brother, Kenneth escaped unscathed. Dale’s experience in Birmingham led him to dedicate his life to volunteering.  For five decades he has been a mentor with Big Brothers and Big Sisters of America, serving eight mentees. Currently he is a volunteer with the UT Southwestern, Simmons Cancer Center, as a Research Advocate.
He was born in Tuskegee, Alabama and reared in Birmingham where he graduated from high school in 1970. Accepting a music scholarship, he became a member of the famous “Ocean of Soul” Marching Band of Texas Southern University, Houston, TX, earning the Bachelor of Science Degree in 1974. 
Dale has received numerous awards for volunteer service chronicled by print media and television. He’s been honored by two United States Presidents; President George H. W. Bush, June 24, 1989 and President George W. Bush, July 1, 2004.
[bookmark: _Hlk193009617]His professional career includes the NASA Space Shuttle Program, Texas Instruments, the City of Garland, the City of Dallas and consultant to the Dallas Area Rapid Transit. Now retired he’s a public speaker, cinematic realist, primary source storyteller about Jim Crow, 60’s era Birmingham. He has shared his story in academia, corporate settings and public/community forums including the University of Michigan, Rutgers University, Southern Methodist University, Dr. W.E.B. Dubois Summer Institute Princeton University, Dallas Baptist University, Texas Wesleyan University, Texas A&M University Commerce, the University of Wyoming, the University of Virginia, Dallas College and Radford University. Earlier this year he was interviewed at the Annual SXSW2025 EDU Conference and Festival in Austin, Texas before a packed audience, facilitated by the LBJ Presidential Library. Other corporate entities where he has presented include Cognizant, Oncor Electric Delivery, the American Heart Association, Willis Towers Watson, Dallas Holocaust and Human Rights Museum, the Communities Foundation of Dallas and the Cities of Ft. Worth, Dallas and Garland Texas.
He is a member of the Garland Branch NAACP, Hamilton Park United Methodist Church, the Leadership Dallas Alumni Association, KidsinBirmingham1963.org, Kappa Kappa Psi, National Honorary Band Fraternity, a Life member of both the Texas Southern University National Alumni Association and Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.
A retired marathoner Dale now does power walking and practices yoga. He and his wife, Ellen will celebrate 49 years of marriage yesterday. They have two adult daughters. 
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